


Letters of the Rebbe regarding Released Time 

On the day of the yahrzeit of the Rebbe, my teacher, my father-in-law, I 
express my hope that you will continue to do all in your power to 
establish Release Time classes for Jewish children in your community. 
 
The Previous Rebbe worked diligently and encouraged others to be 
involved in Release Time. The words of the Tzadikim stand forever. 
 
All who endeavor to build Released Time especially a community Rabbi 
have a great z'chus! 
      (Telegram—Yud Shevat, 5726) 

~~~ 
…Obviously, one hour a week of Released Time for religious instruction 
does not give an adequate education by far. The release hour should be 
considered as a stimulant for both the children and their parents, to 
the end that the children should be induced to seek an adequate 
religious Jewish education in Yeshivos, Talmud Torahs, etc. I am glad to 
note that you are working along these lines, and I wish you great 
success in this too… 
 
...I want to remind you of the words of my saintly father-in-law, the 
founder of your movement, to the effect that although the "religious 
hour" is primarily for the benefit of the children attending, there is at 
the same time an additional purpose for the benefit of the men and 
women instructors, since their work in the release hour program 
elevates them spiritually and morally, and leads them on the road to 
perfection. 
 
 I should like to extend this thought also in relation to the supporters of 
the movement, who will undoubtedly derive personal inspiration from 
their association with the holy work. 
 
Paraphrasing a saying of our sages, I may say that as much as they help 
the movement, the movement helps them even more, aiding them in 
elevating themselves on a higher spiritual plane. It gives them also an 
opportunity to transform quantity into quality, for by their generosity 

in both money and effort, they enable the movement not only to 
increase the number of children in the program, but also enlarge and 
extend its curricular activities. In addition, it is most certain that their 
work for so noble a cause will bring them, and all theirs, Divine 
blessings in abundant measures, both materially and spiritually. 

(Free Translation—Letter of the Rebbe, 20th  Iyar, 5712 ) 
~~~ 

...Consider. About 90% of the children attending the Religious Release 
Hour belong to the category of Jewish children who come from an 
environment where Jewish education is unfortunately practically 
unknown. Thanks to the Religious Release Hour, however, they have 
developed a great attachment to Jewish education. Hundreds upon 
hundreds have, as a result, registered in Talmud Torahs, day schools 
and schools for girls, for a fuller Jewish education, and have brought a 
revival of Jewish life into their homes. This goes to show that given the 
proper initiative and approach, every Jewish child responds quickly and 
most heartily to Jewish education by reason of his or her innate natural 
love for it… 
 
In the words of my venerable father-in-law, the Lubavitcher Rabbi 
Shlita, founder and continuous inspirer of this vital program: Bringing a 
Jewish child back to our fold is a gain of infinite proportion, for it is not 
only the individual boy or girls that is being saved, but also future 
generations that are being saved. Consequently, they who help to do 
so are deserving of Divine blessing, materially and spiritually, with lots 
of Nachas, Jewish Nachas from their children. 
 
Looking back upon the highly gratifying record, we have but one regret: 
that it was not greater. For the original program envisaged by its 
founder calls for many times the number of ten thousand children (may 
they multiply) to benefit from this program. It is indeed heartbreakingly 
painful to reflect upon the fate of all those thousands who are still 
outside this program, and who, for lack of funds, could have shared in 
its benefit. 

(Letter of the Rebbe to the NCFJE Dinner— Adar 5709) 


